Regular Town Board meeting minutes August 11 2025
TOWN OF NEW BERLIN
TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES
August 11, 2025

CALL TO ORDER
Supervisor Wendy Rifanburg called the Regular Monthly meeting of the Town Board at Town Hall to order at 6:00 PM.
ROLL CALL
Supervisor: Wendy Rifanburg
Council Members Present: April Christian, and Sarah Wales-Wright, John Parks, and Roy Stockwell
Town Clerk: Deborah Barker
Absentees:
Wendy Rifanburg led a salute to the Flag
PUBLIC COMMENTS

Mayor Lennon discussed the upcoming construction which will be addressed at an upcoming meeting at the Chobani
center on August 27, 2025.

PREVIOUS MONTHS' BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Christian introduced a motion to accept the minutes of the July 14, 2025, Board meeting, seconded by Wales-Wright.
Parks: Abstain Stockwell: Abstain Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y CARRIED: 3-2

Stockwell introduced a motion to accept the minutes of the July 28, 2025, Public hearing/Budget workshop meeting,
seconded by Christian. Parks: Abstain Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y CARRIED: 4-1

Wales-Wright introduced a motion to accept the minutes of the August 05, 2025, Budget workshop meeting, seconded
by Stockwell. Parks: Abstain Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Abstain CARRIED: 3-2

ACCEPT MONTHLY REPORTS
Wales-Wright introduced a motion to accept the monthly reports for filing, seconded by Christian. Parks: Y Stockwell:
Y Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y CARRIED: 5-0

Highway- Report submitted
e Cut Off road will be shut down on 8/14/25 until the work can be done with DEC approval (trout stream)
e Parks motioned to surplus the Army truck and the 1987 Chevy utility truck, seconded by Christian. Parks: Y
Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y CARRIED: 5-0
e Sunset Dr will be scheduled for resurfacing in September, approximately $165,000
New Berlin Police — Report submitted.
Town Justice — Report submitted
e Jury trial in September
Supervisor- Verbal report
e Public hearing at County well attended to override the tax cap, tabled
¢ Resolution 8-3: to sign an agreement with LeChase Construction in Binghamton for phase 1 pre-construction
services in relation to the new County Office building was voted on and Supervisor Rifanburg voted No. It passed.
e Apology to the Board for confusing the date for the proposition to reduce Town Clerk salary. It won’t be on the
ballot.
SNBWD - Report submitted
e Brown water complaint
e Looking into a PT to assist while the Water Operator is out
Assessor — Report submitted
Town Clerk — Report submitted
Millbrook- Verbal report
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Corn hole tournament slated for 8/30/25
Possible Halloween event in October

ACCEPT COMMITTEE MINUTES

Planning Board Committee: Minutes from June 05, 2025 meeting
CDLF Committee:

Letters went out to residents announcing the ability to obtain a loan from the Town
BOARD MEMBER COMMITTEE MINUTES

Highway: John Parks
Buildings and Grounds: John Parks

Youth Program: Sarah Wales-Wright
Ambulance:

Police: April Christian

SNB Water District: Roy Stockwell

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS RESOLUTION # 30 of 2025

Rifanburg motioned to approve the vouchers for July 14, 2025 through August 11, 2025 and Christian seconded. Parks:
Y Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Abstain Christian: Y CARRIED: 4-1

APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL REPORTS

Stockwell motioned to accept the month-end financial reports, operating statements, and revolving loan fund reports.
Seconded by Parks. Parks: Y Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y CARRIED: 5-0

OLD BUSINESS
The harassment policy was tabled
SPCA Contract — Resolution in New Business
Town Website.gov, North Shore will assist

NEW BUSINESS

Parks motioned to hire James Christian as MEO starting date 8/11/25 @ $22.00 hourly, seconded by Christian.
Parks: Y Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y CARRIED: 5-0

Wales-Wright motioned to appoint Jeannie Crandall as Assessor from 10/1/25 through 9/30/31, seconded by Parks.
Parks: Y Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y CARRIED: 5-0

Christian motioned to increase the Deputy Town Clerk wage by .50 per hour for a total of $16.82 hourly, 16 hours
per week, seconded by Wales-Wright. Parks: Y Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y
CARRIED: 5-0

Schedule a public hearing on 9/8/25 at 5:45 for local law to override the tax cap.

Christian motioned to advertise for fuel bids, seconded by Wales-Wright. Parks: Y Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y
Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y CARRIED: 5-0

VPN from Computer ER: Tabled

Parks motioned to approve Wales-Wright to attend grant writing training in Warrensburg NY on 8/28/25 from 9:
am-11: am, with Mileage and one night lodging, seconded by Stockwell. Parks: Y Stockwell: Y Rifanburg: Y
Wales-Wright: Y Christian: Y CARRIED: 5-0

Budget Review

Resolution # 31 INTRODUCING A LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX CAP

Introduced by: Wendy Rifanburg ~ Seconded by: John Parks

Roll Call: Parks Y, Rifanburg Y, Stockwell Y, Christian Y, Wales-Wright Y

Yes: 5 No: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0

Carried: X  Not carried:
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e Resolution # 32 PAY HEALTH INSURANCE MONTHLY
Introduced by: Wendy Rifanburg ~ Seconded by: Sarah wales-Wright
Roll Call: Parks Y, Rifanburg Y, Stockwell Y, Christian Y, Wales-Wright Y
Yes:5 No: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0
Carried: X  Not carried:

e Resolution # 33 AMEND BUDGET FOR RETIREMENT PAYMENT
Introduced by: Wendy Rifanburg ~ Seconded by: April Christian
Roll Call: Parks Y, Rifanburg Y, Stockwell Y, Christian Y, Wales-Wright Y
Yes:5 No: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0
Carried: X  Not carried:

e Resolution # 34 AMEND THE BUDGET TO INCREASE BOTH DEPUTY CLER PS AND HWY
SUPERINTENDENT PS LINES
Introduced by: Wendy Rifanburg  Seconded by: April Christian
Roll Call: Parks A, Rifanburg Y, Stockwell Y, Christian Y, Wales-Wright Y
Yes: 4 No:0 Abstention: 1 Absent: 0
Carried: X  Not carried:

¢ Resolution # 35 TO CORRECT PREVIOUS VOUCHER CLASSIFICATION
Introduced by: Wendy Rifanburg  Seconded by: John Parks
Roll Call: Parks Y, Rifanburg Y, Stockwell Y, Christian Y, Wales-Wright Y
Yes: 5 No: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0
Carried: X  Not carried:

e Resolution # 36 CONTRACT WITH A LOCAL MUNICIAPL DCO AS BACKUP DCO
Introduced by: Wendy Rifanburg  Seconded by: April Christian
Roll Call: Parks Y, Rifanburg Y, Stockwell Y, Christian Y, Wales-Wright Y
Yes: 5 No: 0 Abstention: 0 Absent: 0
Carried: X  Not carried:

CORRESPONDENCE
Letter from Pittsfield in regards to their CON
ANY OTHER BUSINESS THAT RELATED TO THE TOWN
Concerns about the property accumulating trash on NY'S 8 — Will contact Codes and look into the Town Junkyard law

EXECUTIVE SESSION
Parks made a motion to go into executive session for Union Contract negotiations @8:14PM, seconded by Christian.

RETURN TO REGULAR SESSION
Parks motioned to return to regular session at 8:54 PM, seconded by Christian

Christian motioned to accept the 2026-2029 Union Contract, seconded by Wales-Wright. Parks Y, Rifanburg Y, Stockwell
Y, Christian Y, Wales-Wright Y

ADJOURN -8:56 PM
Wales-Wright motioned to adjourn the Meeting, seconded by Christian.

Deborah Barker, town clerk, took and typed the minutes of the meeting on August 11, 2025.



